
  

 

 

          

After years of searching for the perfect boat, we have finally found it and we 

named her Murrelet.  She has made an excellent addition to the Laughing  

Ravenôs small fleet of boats. 

   Last winter while we were attending  sport-shows ñdown south,ò Molly and 

I found this 31ô Albin TE,  in the San Francisco area. We just had time to 

look it over and hear it run, but everything looked so good, that as we headed 

back to Alaska to think it over, we were already deciding that it could be the 

one.  

   A month later my dad and I were flying south again to give it an extensive 

look-over and some test drives, and we decided it was the right one for Port 

Alexander.  Before long I had made the deal and hired a big rig to truck her to 

Port Townsend, Washington. In April Pete and I met up with her there and 

prepared for the trip north to Port Alexander.  

   The famous ñinland passageò from the Olympic Peninsula, up through Canada, and then past Ketchikan before heading 

more westerly toward Baranof Island is an awesomely beautiful trip of 750 miles, passing fjiords, islands, lighthouses, 

and quaint fishing villages. At that time of the year we had views of 

snowcapped mountains, whales, dolphins, and soaring eagles.  

   At the end of our second day running we came to Queen Charlotte 

Sound at the northern end of Vancouver Island, and the weather was 

not cooperating. With nearly 30 nautical miles of open ocean to 

cross there, it can get nasty. North winds of 25-30 knots and 8ô to 

10ô seas were predicted. We ran out to take a look the next day, and 

the weatherman was definitely right.  We ended up tying to a small 

dock connected to a scuba diving lodge where the winter caretakers 

were very gracious, invited us in, showed us around, and cooked us 

an excellent dinner. We had some great conversations and left  

promising to send them some of our 1915 Alaskan Sourdough 

Starter and feeling like we had known them for years.  

   The next day the weather had come down but still wasnôt great, 

this was the first ñbig waterò we had encountered in the Murrelet. 

She handled excellently. Everything was smooth cruising from there, 

and after running from dawn until dark, averaging 190 nautical miles 

a day, we finally tied up at the front dock in Port Alexander.  It was 

quite the shake-down cruise. 

   The Murrelet fit into our fishing operation very well this past  

summer, she has a large comfortable wheelhouse as well as a spacious fishing cockpit. She even has two queen size 

berths down forward for an afternoon nap in case cranking in big halibut wears you out. The electronics are all top-of-the

-line, including an autopilot, GPS, Sirius satellite radio, color sounder, radar, and laptop w/ navigation. Plus she    han-

dles the ocean really well with a deep V hull which cuts through the chop and provides a comfortable ride. 

   Our two fishing vessels, the Murrelet and the Molly Oô make a great team. The Murrelet has the long-range cruising 

comforts with space for everyone inside, including Fiona the dog. And the Molly Oô has excellent fishing                    

maneuverability and can get in to some tight spots to pull out the big ones! 

   Book your trip now for the 2010 summer season; I canôt wait to take you out fishing next summer.              ~Ryan 

F/V Murrelet joins the LRL fishing fleet 
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Frank, Ed, Brian, and David from California  

happily show off king salmon they caught  

this summer on board the F/V Murrelet 
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Phone services at the Lodge, due to 

weather and our remote area, are 

sometimes less than perfect.  If you 

can't reach  us, please don't give up. 

We have not disconnected our 

phones, nor moved, so please keep 

trying. Our e-mail usually works, so 

you can also write to us at 

info@portalexander.com.  

Peteôs Summer Season in Review 

This fall we restocked the LRL merchandise and it is available in t-shirts, long sleeve shirts, golf shirts, sweatshirts 

hooded and crewneck, patches, and hats.  The shirts and sweatshirts are available with silkscreen or   embroidered 

logos, all hats are embroidered.  If you would like to order any items please call or email Molly.   

Look for us at the  

World Ag Expo in  

Tulare, CA 

February 9, 10 and 11. 

Pedro Gonzalez, aka 

Peter Mooney  

   It is early October, and here I sit with a cup of coffee on a windy dawn-morning in Port 

Alexander. Itôs blowing about 25 knots and the day will be sunny and dry; great weather to 

finish putting up the rafters on the extension to Kaitiôs Cabin. This will be such a nice addition 

to our operation because there are going to be two more rooms for you and your friends. 

    It was a busy summer for me and I am still busy. It was so beautiful here this last summer, 

and the hot sunny weather made for an easier work day.  

    Living in a rain forest insures lots of work in just keeping your buildings from rotting back 

into the earth. I have rebuilt the front deck entrance to the lodge and put on a new roofed 

porch connecting that part of the deck to Pedroôs Cantina. It is just great being able to walk all 

the way around the outside deck in your stocking feet on a rainy day. We replaced the walk-

way to the Fish House with new yellow cedar boards, and I also decided to repair some of the 

deck under the front of the shop. As it always seems to turn out, I ended up replacing all of it, 

with yellow cedar too. 

    I have the new Fish House with its four freezers tuned-up and it is doing a fantastic job. Lots of beautiful flash-frozen 

halibut and salmon made their way through the little fish plant this summer.  

    Our sunny hot summer produced lots of salmonberries and guess what? I was out there every day and picked 28 gal-

lons of berries. I now have about 28 gallons of wine bubbling away in their five gallon glass carboys. Canôt wait for 

Spring to come so I can get it into bottles. 

     I have started growing Chanterelle and Morel mushrooms, and I am hoping to build a chicken house in the Spring. 

Tomorrow will be a day to put away our summer gardens. We will add lots of seaweed and sand and cover them with 

plastic, giving them a nice little bear-like hibernation till spring. Soon I will be putting on my snow goose wings and 

making my way south to our home in Mexico.  

     I will be making a few trips north to attend the sport shows we have planned for this winter and I hope I see you 

somewhere along the trail. Then I will be looking forward to greeting you again at the Laughing Raven. 

Pete 

New little ñravensò join the crew 

    2009 didnôt 

just bring 

great custom-

ers and fish to 

the lodge, but 

two new 

grandsons as 

well. Torin 

Orion Kimzey 

Martin was 

born in Sitka 

on  November 

9. Molly, 

Ryan, and lit-

tle Sage brought him back to their 

cozy home on the Crowôs Nest in Port 

Alexander, but he might meet some of you while traveling south for 

sport shows this winter. Odin Cash Kimzey Jacobi was born to daughter 

Kaiti and her husband Emmett on July 26. It was great to have Kaiti, 

Odin, and big brother Finn visiting the lodge in September and October 

while Emmett went commercial halibut fishing. 

Grandma Sue with Torin  

Grandpa Pete  

with Odin 

Ducks Unlimited 

Fundraising Dinner 

New York, NY 

February 4th. 


